
 
 

                   
     

 

Science and Tech Commission Update 
As you know, TAG along with Senator Barry Loudermilk actively 
worked to see SR 68, which created the Science and Technology 
Strategic  Initiative  Joint Study Commission, passed  through  the   
General  Assembly  this  past  session.  Since  the  creation  of  the 
Commission,  they have held  six meetings. On October  28,  the 
Commission  visited Macon and held a meeting at Mercer Uni‐
versity.  On  November  15,  the  Commission  traveled  east,  and 
held a meeting  in Augusta at  the Georgia Health Sciences Uni‐
versity.  
 
Macon Meeting—October 28 
 
The Science and Tech Commission had a packed schedule when 
the  visited Mercer University  in Macon.  Four  panels,  covering 
Higher Education, Traditional  Industries  in Technology Growth, 
Aerospace and Military & Defense,  talked about a broad  range 
of issues that significantly impact the industry. 
 
During  the Higher Ed panel,  the Commission  learned about  the 
need for continued research and development funding and how 
universities  were  partnering  with  the  private  sector  to  bring 
about  economic development  in  the  science  and  tech  sectors. 
Additionally,  the  need  for  necessary  funding  levels  from  the 
state  in  order  to  provide  high  quality  education  to  Georgia’s 
future  workforce.  They  discussed  the  importance  of  keeping 
students  that  graduate  from Georgia university  in  state  to en‐
sure  our workforce  is  full  and  that  the  state  sees  a  return  on 
their investment in the students.  
 
In  the  Traditional  Industries  in  Technology  Growth  panel,  the 
Commission  heard  about  new  technologies  being  deployed  in 
many of Georgia’s oldest industries like forestry, paper mills and 
mining. These new technologies being deployed are so advanced  
it requires a workforce that has a background  in chemistry and 
biology, as well as  software and network engineering. Georgia 
has unique natural  resources  that can be exported all over  the 
world beneath our  feet. Maximizing  the  impact  it  can have on 
our  economy  requires  advanced  manufacturing  and  mining 
techniques that are costly and requires a  large amount of capi‐
tal. However, with  the  right  amount  of  funding  and  a  trained 
workforce,  Georgia  can  leverage  this  industries  strengths  to 
position us a global leader. 
 
The  Aerospace  panel  discussed  how  Georgia  is  already world 
leader aerospace exports. Panelist  from  some of our  top aero‐
space manufacturers and air lines, discussed the challenges they 
have with workforce. Citing that nearly 80 percent of their em‐
ployees  have  a  two  year  technical  degree  and  that  they  no 
longer  have  a  large  demand  for  four  year  degree  employees. 
Their biggest challenge  is finding students with the right certifi‐
cations and training that can be airplane mechanics. In an indus‐
try  that  is obviously  very mobile, ensuring  they have  the  right 
incentives to stay in Georgia is crucial.  
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Military  leaders  and  defense  experts  spoke  on  the  excellent 
training  and  life  skills  the  armed  services  provide  our  young 
people. With Georgia being home to number of military installa‐
tions,  the  state can  leverage  these  trained workers after being 
discharged. Additionally,  the  state has  seen  a  large  amount of 
investment  from our military  installments  in  technology devel‐
opment  for  the  department  of  defense  and  other  agencies. 
Commercializing these technologies when available is crucial. 
 
Augusta Meeting—November 15 
 
In  November  the  Commission  visited  the  Georgia  Health  Sci‐
ences University in Augusta. They received a tour of the campus 
and were  able  to  see  the  new  technologies  being  used  in  the 
state’s  flagship  medical  university.  Interactive  and  hands‐on 
learning  technologies  in  the  School  of  Dentistry  allows  dental 
students  to maximize  their  time  and  improve  their  skills.  They 
had video monitors at each work station  that allowed  the pro‐
fessor to give direct instructions to each student as they worked. 
The Cancer Research facility was using state of the art technolo‐
gies to genome cancer patients to develop  individualized treat‐
ment plans based on  their  genetic make‐up.  In  the  simulation 
training room, nursing students could practice on  life‐like dum‐
mies  to  simulate  nearly  every  potential medical  scenario  they 
would see in the real world. Teachers could use a wireless com‐
puter  system  to modify  the dummies behavior, drug  reactions 
and other complications that may arise to ensure students were 
trained and repaired when entering the workforce. 
 
The  public  hearing  allowed  the  Commissioner  to  hear  more 
about the Telecom Industry and their needs, the challenges and 
opportunities in R&D and Commercialization and how Georgia’s 
Bio and Life Sciences Industry was working to bring new  invest‐
ment to the state, growing the industry and developing cures for 
the future.  
 
The next Commission meeting  is scheduled for November 30  in 
Columbus  at  TSYS,  and will  focus  on  the  Financial  Technology 
industry,  the  Information  Security  industry  and  Entrepreneurs. 
The meeting is scheduled to begin at 1:00 pm.  
 
For  more  information  on  the  Science  and  Technology            
Commission, or to register for upcoming events please visit the 
website  at  www.scitechplan.ga.gov  and  follow  us  on  twitter 
@GASciTechPlan today.  
 
Please contact Richie Johnson at 404‐920‐2028 or 
richie@tagonline.org for additional questions. 

http://www.scitechplan.ga.gov�
http://twitter.com/#!/GASciTechPlan�
mailto:richie@tagonline.org?subject=Capitol%20Update�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



